Longleaf pine savannas once dominated the Southeastern landscape and are now among the most threatened ecosystems in the United States (Noss et al. 1995) . Remaining communities form a patchwork of disconnected sites. Little is known about invertebrates in these communities (Folkerts et al. 1993) . The goal of our study was to describe the ant fauna of wet longleaf pine savannas, compiled from two independent surveys, at the western edge of the East Gulf Coastal Plain.
Between 1997 and 2001, we surveyed ants in two wet savannas in the early stages of restoration in Southeastern Louisiana. The two savannas were being restored from dissimilar starting community types. One, Abita Creek Preserve (Abita), was a dense slash pine flatwoods that was converted to an open pine savanna with clearcutting and prescribed fire. The other, Lake Ramsay Preserve (Ramsay), was a relatively open longleaf pine savanna restored by prescribed fire. Ramsay has a history of wildfires the ground cover is rich in native species. The last wildfire was thought to have occurred in 1988. During our study, all sites within Ramsay received prescribed fire in August 1997 and some sites were burned again in August 1998. Ants were collected at Ramsay with pitfall traps, FITs, and by baiting. Pitfall traps ( n = 144) consisted of two 100-ml round centrifuge tubes paired by a metal barrier. Each pitfall tube with collecting preservative was covered by a square of metal flashing held above tubes by nails. Sampling was conducted twice per month for 48 h each time. Sampling began during July 1996 and ended during August 1999 and resulted in 26 months of collecting. No sampling was done in four winter months of DecemberMarch. Twelve FITs were set up one week per month for 17 months starting in September 1997 continuing to August 1999 as above. Vials baited with peanut butter or honey were alternately placed 10 m apart ( n = 240) along the same transects as pitfall traps for 1 h. We did this once per month for the 26 months pitfalls were run.
We collected 48 species of ants and 374,568 individuals in 5 subfamilies and 23 genera in the two wet savannas combined ( Table 1 ). The number of ant species collected by all methods was similar at both sites with 38 species at Abita and 41 at Ramsay. Thirty-one species occurred at both locations. Sorenson's measure of species overlap between locations was high at 79%. Twenty-one species were newly reported for Louisiana (Table  1; Colby 2002; Dash 2004 ). Westward range extensions were detected for 4 native eastern or southeastern species (Table 1) . No eastern extensions for western species were found.
We detected a large exotic component in the ant fauna. Seven or 15% of ant species collected were exotic (Table 1) . Pooling across sites and collection methods, 98.5% of the ants collected were exotic when S. invicta was included and 43% were exotic when S. invicta was excluded. Baiting indicated extreme dominance by fire ants in open, grassy sites.
The majority of native ants collected were common, widespread species found throughout the southeastern region. Five species primarily associated with pine habitats are Camponotus nearcticus Emery, Crematogaster ashmeadi Mayr, Cr. pilosa Emery, Pheidole dentigula M. R. Smith, and Temnothorax bradleyi (Wheeler) (Colby 2002 and Dash 2004 Our FIT/MT traps allowed us to obtain rarely reported data on alate seasonality. Alates of most species were collected during warmer months of summer into early fall with a few species flying during all three seasons ( Table 2) . Alates of nine species were only collected in fall months. These were Myrmecina americana Emery, Ponera pennsylvanica Buckley, Proceratium silaceum Roger, and all but two Pyramica species (P. margaritae (Forel) and P. membranifera (Emery)). The two summer flying Pyramica were both exotics. Paratrechina faisonensis alates were collected primarily during early spring. Oddly, very few reproductives of the most abundant species, S. invicta, were captured in these traps.
SUMMARY
Forty-eighty species of ants were collected from two wet longleaf pine savanna sites in Southeastern Louisiana. Twenty-one were newly recorded species for Louisiana, 4 were westward range extensions, and 7 were exotics. The vast majority of ants captured (97%) were Solenopsis invicta.
